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SYNOPSIS
The short film “I Want to be Anna Netrebko!” takes a look at the questions of power and identity attached 
to the topic of citizenship. It focuses on a form of citizenship which is “in the special interest of the 
Republic of Austria, [...] and is granted on the basis of extraordinary achievements, made or expected.”
Trying to depict the tension between the abstract concept of the rule of law on the one hand, and the 
reality of life on the other, the film navigates the space between a feature, a documentary and an 
experimental film.
From protagonist blemĳa borovic’s first-person perspective, we watch the abstract concept of citizenship From protagonist blemĳa borovic’s first-person perspective, we watch the abstract concept of citizenship 
melt down into absurd daydreams. What can or must or should or may be? 
What is right, what is wrong? The demands, the circumstances, oneself? Blemĳas thoughts circle around 
power, powerlessness, longing, the privileged and himself, and it seems that the redeeming answer to all 
of the questions that trouble him lies in absurdity, and absurdity only. 

DIRECTOŔS NOTES
The idea for the film came from Goran Bećirčić’s text “I Want to be Anna Netrebko!”, in which he examines 
the topic of citizenship through the protagonist’s inner monologue. As a migrant living in Austria for over 
20 years, he knows all too well what it’s like to have to renew your visa every year and have limited 
access to the labour market. Acquiring citizenship may seem like a way to go around these obstacles. But 
Austria, with its restrictive citizenship laws, makes this very difficult for most people.
Dealing with desire, powerlessness, inner resistance and redemptive absurdity, the text provides an 
insight into this topic from an unabashedly personal and autobiographical perspective. 
I found this insight quite valuable and I wanted to make it tangible through the audiovisual possibilities of I found this insight quite valuable and I wanted to make it tangible through the audiovisual possibilities of 
film as a medium. It was very important to me to find a visual and auditory language that does not stifle 
the text, but carries it well and gives this important topic an 
appropriate framework.
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WRITER I DIRECTOR I EDITOR

MONICA PARII
is a Filmmaker born 1980 in Bucharest, Romania.
At a young age, she was squeezed through a tiny hole in the Iron Curtain and landed 
in the midst of Viennese loveliness. She made the German language her own, to be 
able to use it for her purposes – amongst other things, to fail at it grandly and blame-
lessly. At the age of 17 she started working at a youth editorial radio-
department of the Austrian Broadcasting Company (ORF), and has worked in the media ever since. 
She is a director, editor and graphic designer in the commercial and non-commercial She is a director, editor and graphic designer in the commercial and non-commercial 
sector, working on TV documentaries, music videos, advertisements and short films. 
In 2008 she co-founded the Viennese audiovisual studio On Screen.

TEXT I ACTOR I VOICE

GORAN BEĆIRČIĆ
Born 1981 in Bihać, Bosnia and Hercegovina, Goran has lived in Vienna since the early 2000s. 
Co-founder of the intercultural artists association .dıtiramb, where he currently works.

DIRECTOR OF PHOTOGRAPHY

PHILIPP KERBER
had his first contact with analogue photography as a child, at home in the bathroom that doubled as a 
darkroom. He is self-employed, working as a photographer, videographer and editor.
He has worked on several music video productions (MAK “Wien Modern”, Diagonale Graz, Filmcasino 
Wien), live video performances (Kabelwerk, Radiokulturhaus Wien, TempFestival), TV documentaries 
produced by ORF (Austrian Broadcasting company), and has performed as a DJ at a number of clubs in 
Vienna (WUK, Fluc, MQ).
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